Army Medical Board by McCrary, George W.
limits, and repeated administration of the same dose of curare to the same frog on successive
occasions by no means indicates the same duration or completeness of paralysis. In winter,
when the circulation in the frog is considerably reduced, the period of action of the curare
is somewhat prolonged.
In cats the action of curare is far more evanescent than in frogs. Half-grown kittens were
the subject of experiment. A large dose (amount not positively determined) was absorbed
from the cellular tissue, and began to demonstrate its presence in the circulation in about
ten minutes. It caused great uncertainty in walking, frequent falls, and a general appear-
ance of discomfort, but not of actual pain, which lasted about fifteen minutes and subsided
quite rapidly. Repeated injections produced no further result, and the kitten recovered
readily and perfectly.
The quality of the drug is subject to great variation, some specimens being almost
worthless. I have obtained most satisfactory results from solutions of that solid extract
which presented a brittle fracture and were of a glistening, dark-brown color. The most
useful form for subcutaneous use seems to be a solution of all portions of the drug in distilled
water. A sediment is deposited, which need not be disturbed in using the solution. A dose
of such a solution, containing from 0.0075 to 0.01 gramme of curare, will generally prove
sufficient for an ordinary speckled frog. This is about one sixth the maximum dose given
in the case of hydrophobia reported in the last Journal, and the question arises, Would
not the human system bear a larger amount of the drug t Its rapid elimination would seem
to call for frequent repetitions of the same dose in order to insure its continued action.
Yours truly, Albert N. Blodgett.
SPLENOTOMY.
Camp Cœur d'Alêne, I. T., August 13, 1878.
Mr. Editor,
—
In the article on Recent Progress in Surgery in your issue of June 27,
1878, page 841, under the heading of Splenotomy, the writer refers to Dr. Martin's recent
case, and the reader is left under the impression that previous to this ease there had been nine
operations with only three recoveries. Dr. Otis, in his great work, the second surgical volume
of the Medical and Surgical History of the Rebellion, page 152, has tabulated twenty-six (26)
operations of splenotomy. In the twenty-six cases " partial or complete removal of the
spleen was undertaken sixteen (16).times on account of traumatic lesions, ten times on ac-
count of cystic, hypertrophie, or other pathological alterations. There is the surprising result
that the cases of the first group, without exception, terminated favorably. Of the patholog-
ical cases, four recovered and six died."
George M. Kober, M. D., Act. Assist. Surgeon, U. S. A.
ARMY MEDICAL BOARD.
For the benefit of those desiring to enter the service we print below a "memorandum "
issued by the War Department, containing all the information an applicant might wish to
know. We understand that an army medical board will be in session in New York during
the months of October and November, and that there are eleven vacancies in the corps.
Young men who are qualified will find this a good opportunity, as they will secure imme-diate employment and appointment.
[Extract from Laws op the United States.]Act op Congress, Approved June 30, 1834.
" Section 1. Be it enacted, etc., That from and after the passage of this act, no person
shall receive the appointment of assistant surgeon in the army of the United States unless
he shall have been examined and approved by an army medical board, to consist of net less
than three surgeons or assistant surgeons, who shall be designated for that purpose by theSecretary of War, and no person shall receive the appointment of surgeon in the army of
the United States unless he shall have served at least five years as an assistant surgeon, and
unless, also, he shall have been examined by an army medical board constituted as afore-
said."
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Acts of Congress, Approved June 23, 1874, and June 26, 1876.
" Section 4. That the medical department of the army shall hereafter consist of one
surgeon-general, .... one assistant surgeon general, .... one chief medical purveyor,
four surgeons, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of colonels, two assistant medical pur-
veyors, .... eight surgeous, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of lieutenant-colonels,
fifty surgeons, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of majors, one hundred and twenty-five
assistant surgeons, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of lieutenants of cavalry for the
first five years' service, and with the rank, pay, and emoluments of captains of cavalry after
five years' service." ....
All candidates for appointment in the medical corps must apply to the Honorable Secre-
tary of War for an invitation to appear before the medical examining board. The applica-
tion must be in the handwriting of the candidate, stating age and birthplace, and be accom-
panied by testimonials from professors of the college in which he graduated, or from other
physicians in good repute. Candidates must be between twenty-one and twenty-eight years
of age, and graduates of a medical college, having a thorough and complete course of med-
ical education
—
evidence of which must be submitted to the board before examination.
The morals, habits, physical and mental qualifications, and general aptitude for the serv-
ice of each candidate will be subjects for careful examination by the board, and a favorable
report will not be made in any case in which there is a reasonable doubt.
The following will be the general plan of the examination :
—(I.) A short essay, either autobiographical or upon some professional subject— to be in-
dicated by the board.(II.) Physical examination. This will be rigid, and each candidate will, in addition, be
required to certify " that he labors under no mental or physical infirmity, nor disability of
any kind, which can in any way interfere with the most efficient discharge of his duty in
any climate."
(III.) Oral examination on subjects of preliminary education, general literature, and
general science. The candidate must satisfy the board in this examination that he possesses
a thorough knowledge of the branches taught in the primary schools, and a failure to show
this will end his examination.
Oral examination on scientific subjects will include chemistry and natural philosophy, and
that on literary subjects will include English literature, history of the United States, and
general history
—
ancient and modern. Candidates possessing a knowledge of the higher
mathematics, the ancient and modern languages, will be examined therein, and due credit
given for a proficiency in any or all of these subjects.(IV.) Written examination on anatomy, physiology, surgery, practice of medicine and
general pathology, obstetrics, and diseases of women and children. Oral examination on
these subjects, and also on medical jurisprudence, materia medica, therapeutics, pharmacy,
toxicology, and hygiene. Few candidates pay the attention to hygiene which it deserves :
it is made an important subject in this examination.(V.) Clinical examination, medical and surgical, at a hospital.(VI.) Performance of surgical operations on the cadaver.
The board will deviate from this general plan whenever necessary, in such manner as they
deem best to secure the interests of the service.
The board will report the merits of the candidates on the several branches of the exam-
ination, and their relative merit in the whole, according to which the approved candidates
will receive appointments to existing vacancies, or to vacancies which may occur within two
years thereafter.
An applicant failing one examination may be allowed a second after one year, but not a
third.
No allowance will be made for the expenses of persons undergoing examination, as this is
an indispensable prerequisite to appointment, but those who are approved and receive ap-
pointments will be entitled to transportation on obeying their first order.(Signed) George W. McCrary, Secretary of War.
War Department, January 1, 1878.
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